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Learning objectivesLearning objectives

•• Describe the capabilities of ArcGIS ExplorerDescribe the capabilities of ArcGIS Explorer
•• Discuss ArcGIS Explorer maps, layers, tasks, and resultsDiscuss ArcGIS Explorer maps, layers, tasks, and resultsyy
•• View available content at the ArcGIS Explorer Resource View available content at the ArcGIS Explorer Resource 

CenterCenter
Add t t t A GIS E lAdd t t t A GIS E l•• Add content to ArcGIS ExplorerAdd content to ArcGIS Explorer

––ArcGIS OnlineArcGIS Online
––LocalLocal



ArcGIS ExplorerArcGIS Explorer

•• Free and lightweight Free and lightweight 
desktop applicationdesktop application

––Download from ESRIDownload from ESRI
––Frequent release cycleFrequent release cycle

•• Client to ArcGIS ServerClient to ArcGIS ServerClient to ArcGIS ServerClient to ArcGIS Server
––Primary client for 3D servicesPrimary client for 3D services

•• Allows you to:Allows you to:
––Add layers and tasksAdd layers and tasks
––Get resultsGet results
––Save as an ArcGIS Explorer map file (.nmf)Save as an ArcGIS Explorer map file (.nmf)Save as an ArcGIS Explorer map file (.nmf)Save as an ArcGIS Explorer map file (.nmf)



MapsMaps

•• Stored as a .Stored as a .nmfnmf filefile
•• Contains:Contains:



LayersLayers

•• Thematic representations of geographic informationThematic representations of geographic information
•• Add your own dataAdd your own datayy

––GeodatabaseGeodatabase
––ShapefilesShapefiles
––Raster dataRaster data––Raster dataRaster data

•• Add servicesAdd services
––ArcGIS ServerArcGIS Server
––ArcIMSArcIMS
––WMSWMS
––GeoRSS FeedGeoRSS FeedGeoRSS FeedGeoRSS Feed
––KMLKML



TasksTasks

•• Ask questions and get answers about your GIS dataAsk questions and get answers about your GIS data



ResultsResults

•• Consist of points, routes, other geometries, tabular data, Consist of points, routes, other geometries, tabular data, 
or text or text 

•• DoubleDouble--click a result to zoom inclick a result to zoom in
•• Right click for additional optionsRight click for additional options

U i t t t kU i t t t k•• Use as input to tasksUse as input to tasks



ArcGIS Explorer Resource CenterArcGIS Explorer Resource Center

•• Offers many online resourcesOffers many online resources
–– DownloadsDownloads

ArcGIS ExplorerArcGIS ExplorerArcGIS ExplorerArcGIS Explorer
ArcGIS Explorer SDKArcGIS Explorer SDK
Home server filesHome server files

C t tC t t–– ContentContent
MapsMaps
LayersLayers
T kT kTasksTasks
ResultsResults

–– Showcase to browse, download, and share tasksShowcase to browse, download, and share tasks
Di i f A S i t A GIS E l BlDi i f A S i t A GIS E l Bl–– Discussion forum, ArcScripts, ArcGIS Explorer BlogDiscussion forum, ArcScripts, ArcGIS Explorer Blog



Resource Center mapsResource Center maps

•• Open a base map in ArcGIS ExplorerOpen a base map in ArcGIS Explorer
•• Replaces the current map you are usingReplaces the current map you are usingy gy g
•• Use as a starting point Use as a starting point 
•• Add additional layers and tasksAdd additional layers and tasks



Resource Center layersResource Center layers

•• Choose layers to add to your current mapChoose layers to add to your current map



Resource Center tasksResource Center tasks

•• Add additional functionality to ArcGIS ExplorerAdd additional functionality to ArcGIS Explorer



Resource Center resultsResource Center results

•• Add existing results to mapAdd existing results to map



Add your own dataAdd your own data

•• LayersLayers
––GeodatabaseGeodatabase
––ShapefilesShapefiles
––Raster dataRaster data

•• TasksTasksTasksTasks
–– .dll and .nmf .dll and .nmf 
––Geoprocessing servicesGeoprocessing services
––Sample tasksSample tasks

ArcGIS Explorer Software Development KitArcGIS Explorer Software Development Kit

•• Save maps with layers, tasks, and resultsSave maps with layers, tasks, and resultsp y , ,p y , ,



Configuring an ArcGIS Explorer home serverConfiguring an ArcGIS Explorer home server

•• Default map (.nmf)Default map (.nmf)
–– Control startup locationControl startup location

Can contain layersCan contain layers–– Can contain layers,Can contain layers,
tasks, and resultstasks, and results

•• Application look and feelApplication look and feel
A li ti bilitiA li ti biliti•• Application capabilitiesApplication capabilities

•• Resource centerResource center
–– Central location for maps,Central location for maps,

l t k d ltl t k d ltlayers, tasks, and resultslayers, tasks, and results



ArcGIS Explorer home filesArcGIS Explorer home files

•• Configuration fileConfiguration file
–– e2config.xmle2config.xml

D f lt fD f lt f•• Defaultmap.nmfDefaultmap.nmf
•• Help filesHelp files
•• ExamplesExamples

–– Skin fileSkin file
–– Resource centerResource center



Lesson ReviewLesson Review

•• ArcGIS Explorer is a free, lightweight desktop applicationArcGIS Explorer is a free, lightweight desktop application
•• ArcGIS Explorer maps are stored as .ArcGIS Explorer maps are stored as .nmfnmf files and may contain files and may contain 

layers tasks and resultslayers tasks and resultslayers, tasks, and resultslayers, tasks, and results
•• Content can be added from online services or local resourcesContent can be added from online services or local resources



ExerciseExercise

•• Open ArcGIS ExplorerOpen ArcGIS Explorer
•• Use built in contentUse built in content
•• Access the ArcGIS Explorer Resource CenterAccess the ArcGIS Explorer Resource Center

––Add the US Highest and Lowest  Points resultsAdd the US Highest and Lowest  Points results
Add th US N ti l P k ltAdd th US N ti l P k lt––Add the US National Parks resultsAdd the US National Parks results

––Add the Weather Finder taskAdd the Weather Finder task
•• Add local dataAdd local data
•• Save an ArcGIS Explorer map documentSave an ArcGIS Explorer map document


