
Love All, Serve All

Building larger eGovernment Geoportals with focussed Apps



• eGovernment services need to bring value to the society
> Provide easy and sustainable access to information 

> Povide a value, a solution for a problem/task/etc

> Based on existing data infrastructures (data, services, systems, etc)

• Consumerization and apps provide a (not so) new paradigm to bring value to the society 
> Apps, that are focussed, single-purpose, easy to use, appealing and intuitive 

• Serve a lot of potential user groups all with their own purposes and specialties
> Citizens, government, institutions, public/private organizations

© con terra GmbH2

The Challenge
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The Challenge
many purposes with different facets lead to potentially many apps
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The Approach
Organize Multiple Apps in a Single Operational Environment

AppsApps
Unified single operation env
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• An overall design pattern is needed for building larger 
systems as a set of interconnected apps
> map.apps covers that using OSGi principles on top of ArcGIS

• Complete decomposition of apps into their components 
(“bundles”); like a Lego system

• Bundles to be (re)-used many times and combined to deliver 
new value

• Apps are quickly created configurations (pre-configured or 
at runtime) from bundles

•
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The Approach
Organize Multiple Apps in a Single Operational Environment
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• Geoportal of the Flemish government 
• Released in November 2013
• Caters user-friendly solution apps with a 

spatial focus for a variety of user groups
• Combines location- and layer-based 

information in an intuitive user interface
• framework of authorative and authentic data 

sources, backed up by a legal framework
• INSPIRE and OGC 
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Geopunt Flanders



• Primary group: 
> SDI Flanders participants;

> Local governments

> Flemish government

> Emergency services

> Education institutes 

> Other public institutes

• Utility companies 
• Software providers
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A Lot of Users to Satisfy

• Secondary group:
> Other governments;

> Private sector: Surveyors, notaries, architects

• Tertiary group:
> Citizens

> Private sector: Building companies, real estate companies, …
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Starter App
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Elevations



© con terra GmbH10

Regional planning
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Traffic obstructions
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Preemption & Realestate
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Personal Apps
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Personal Apps
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History

http://www.geopunt.be/kaart?viewer_url=http://maps.geopunt.be/resources/apps/Reis_door_de_tijd_app/index.html?id%3Dff80808148f58ea701490f8c33a3002e
http://www.geopunt.be/kaart?viewer_url=http://maps.geopunt.be/resources/apps/Reis_door_de_tijd_app/index.html?id%3Dff80808148f58ea701490f8c33a3002e


Central Operation & Managment



Central Operation & Managment



• User: Enjoy purpose-optimized, simple and appealing apps; private and professionals 
(„do business like you do facebook“)

• IT Department: a single, central operational runtime and environment supports multiple 
apps; eases operations/mainteinance/upgrades and integration efforts

• Domain experts: Can build apps and contribute their domain knowledge directly, app’s 
and their creation are not necessarily an it/development-only topic

• Management: Fast return in investment cycles, less upfront investments, extend in 
small, fast, usable steps
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The Benefits



• Geopunt
> Solution & Apps: http://www.geopunt.be

> Introduction: Geopunt.be video

• map.apps
> map.apps: http://www.mapapps.de

> Developer Network: http://developernetwork.conterra.de
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Thanks for your attention!

http://www.geopunt.be/
http://www.youtube.com/embed/vd6FqwdisJQ?rel=0
http://www.mapapps.de/
http://developernetwork.conterra.de/

	Love All, Serve All
	The Challenge
	The Challenge�	many purposes with different facets lead to potentially many apps
	The Approach�	Organize Multiple Apps in a Single Operational Environment
	The Approach�	Organize Multiple Apps in a Single Operational Environment
	Geopunt Flanders
	A Lot of Users to Satisfy
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Central Operation & Managment
	Central Operation & Managment
	The Benefits
	Thanks for your attention!

