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(If dog is man’s best friend, maybe GIS can be dog’s best friend)  
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Create a New Spirit 4 Aussie Rescue GIS and 
use it to better illustrate trends, as well as, 
aid in helping people and dogs. 
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Ø Quickly identify volunteers in close proximity 
to dogs, transportation routes, events, and 
adopters 
 

Ø Data presentation for grant proposals 
 

Ø Identify gaps in NS4AR coverage 
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Ø A general purpose stock and farm dog created in the American West. 
 

Ø The Australian Shepherd Club of America (ASCA) Breed Standard: 
• GENERAL APPEARANCE- He is attentive and animated, showing 

strength and stamina combined with unusual agility.  
• CHARACTER- Primarily a working dog of strong herding and guardian 

instincts. He is an exceptional companion. He is versatile and easily 
trained, performing his assigned tasks with great style and 
enthusiasm. He is reserved with strangers but does not exhibit 
shyness. Although an aggressive, authoritative worker, viciousness 
toward people or animals is intolerable." 
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Ø Operates in primarily 
five regions  

 - North East 
 - Mid Atlantic 
 - South East 
 - Heartland 
 - Upper Mid West 

 
Ø 600+ Volunteers  

 
Ø 1,900+ Australian 

Shepherds (Aussies), 
Aussie mixes, and 
honorary “Aussies” 
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Ø Large enough geographic area to warrant the use of GIS 
 
Ø Small, easily managed database 

 
Ø Incremental updates 

 
Ø Project expansion possibilities 
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Volunteers 



Dogs & Cooperating Shelters 
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Adopters 



www.ns4ar.org 

Events & Fund Raisers 
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1. Identify operational 
needs  
 

2. Define objective 
 

3. Determine data 
requirements 
 
 

4. Acquire data 
 

5. Database design 
 

6. Populate database 
 

7. Define update process 
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(Nice map, but how does this help?) 
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ArcGIS Online 
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1. Consistent and transferable 
data model for NS4AR 
 

2. Geospatially enabled NS4AR 
data for NS4AR of the 
distribution and movement of 
animals and volunteers 
 
 

Attained Goals  

1. Volunteers updating 
statuses  
 

2. Expense of a web 
application for volunteer 
use 
 

 
 

Ongoing Challenges 



Outside of a dog, a book is man’s best friend. Inside 
of a dog, it is too dark to read. – Groucho Marx 
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Computing is not about computers any more. It is 
about living. – Nicholas Negroponte 
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