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Background:

I’m currently the Chief of the Spatial Information and Technology Branch, in the Special 
Projects Office (http://specialprojects.nos.noaa.gov/) of the National Ocean Service, at NOAA, 
headquartered in Silver Spring, MD. I’ve been with SPO for almost five years and responsible 
for managing enterprise GIS technology projects that include metadata, .net programming, data 
visualization and database and web services development. Prior to coming to Special Projects, I
worked in the NOS Office of Coast Survey’s Research and Development Laboratory for 25 
years, as a Research Nautical Cartographer/Systems Designer and Analyst, where I helped to
design, development, test, and implement two Automated Nautical Charting Systems, called 
Automated Information System, and the Automated Nautical Charting System II. While in Coast 
Survey Development Laboratory, I was involved in developing the NOS Mapfinder, the first web 
based GIS in NOAA, the NOAA Raster Chart Server, NOAA Bathymetry Database (based on 
Oracle Spatial and FME Spatial Direct Technology), and the Vdatum Transformation Tool, for 
which I received the DOC Silver Medal Award in 2001. I also manage NOAA’s Estuarine 
Bathymetry web site (http://estuarinebathymetry.noaa.gov/). For the past +18 months I’ve been 
actively engaged and represent NOAA on the Data and Tools Team, of NOAA’s Coastal and 
Marine Spatial Planning Project. Of note, I led a small team to design, develop and implement a
CMSP Data Registry Tool (http://egisws02.nos.noaa.gov/cmspgisdataregistry/), and currently 
working to leverage that work to support development of a data registry for the West Coast 
Governors’ Alliance. In addition, I’m an active and charter member of the IWG-OCM Team, 
and served as the NOAA Technical Coordinator for the past +5 years and represented and 
advanced the IOCM agenda by serving on the GOS Technology Team. Also have served on the 
FGDC Standards Working Group for past +20 years, and help develop the A-16 Elevation 
Framework Data Model and Standard, and the FGDC Shoreline Data Standard. 

Ocean Issues and Challenges:

(1) Leveraging technology to support a federated and “open search” query capabilities. 
(2) No market place feature in geo.data.gov to support data collaboration and project 

planning
(3) Finding “authoritative data” via web services
(4) Developing a best fit strategy for feds to publish/ harvest metadata to geo.data.gov
(5) Lack of a marine interoperability ontology
(6) Accessing and integrating IOOS (in-situ/obs) data as a web mapping service
(7) Lack of an understanding between “geographic” and “cartographic” data
(8) Lack of search and discovery tools
(9) Portal Palooza




