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ABSTRACT ISO/TC 211 is responsible for the ISO 191** series of standards on

Geographic Information and Geomatics.   Further information about the committee

can be found at www.isotc211.org.  Many bodies are actively engaged in the work of

ISO TC211.  These include national standardization bodies, the OpenGIS Consortium

(OGC), international professional bodies (such as FIG and ICA), UN agencies, and

sectoral bodies (such as DGIWG and ICAO).  The scope of ISO TC 211 is to establish

a structured set of standards for information concerning objects or phenomena that

are directly or indirectly associated with a location relative to the Earth.  These

standards may specify, for geographic information, methods, tools and services for

data management (including definition and description), acquiring, processing,

analyzing, accessing, presenting and transferring such data in digital/electronic form

between different users, systems and locations.

The following ISO TC 211 standards address metadata exclusively:

19115:2003 Geographic information - Metadata

The objective of this part of the standard is to provide a clear procedure for the

description of digital geographic datasets so that users will be able to determine

whether the data in a holding will be of use to them and how to access the data.  By

establishing a common set of metadata terminology, definitions and extension

procedures, this standard will promote the proper use and effective retrieval of

geographic data.

19115-2 Geographic Information - Metadata - Part2: Extensions for imagery and

gridded data

This International Standard extends ISO 19115:2003 Geographic Information –

Metadata by defining the schema and additional metadata required for imagery and

gridded data.

19139 Geographic Information – Metadata – Implementation Specification

http://www.isotc211.org


Given the abstract nature of the ISO 19115 specification, the actual execution of

geographic information metadata could vary based on the interpretation of the

metadata producers.  In an attempt to facilitate the standardization of

implementations, this comprehensive dataset metadata implementation specification

provides single UML interpretation and XML schema for carrying out the ISO 19115

metadata standard.  This specification is meant to enhance interoperability by

providing a common specification for describing, validating and exchanging metadata

about geographic datasets.

“19139-2  Geographic Information - Metadata - Part2: Implementations Specification

for imagery and gridded data”

This soon-to-be proposed International Standard would extend ISO 19139 by

defining the UML interpretation and XML schema for carrying out the ISO 19115-2.

It’s anticipated that a New Work Item Proposal will be introduced at the Fall ISO TC

211 plenary meeting.
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