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The Legislation
HB 861 – 2003 Legislative Session
Effective coordination of policies, 
standards and procedures relating to 
procurement of GIS resources
Development, operation and 
maintenance of a delivery system 
infrastructure for GIS data; shall provide 
a warehouse for Mississippi's GIS data
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MS Geospatial Clearinghouse
www.gis.ms.gov

Anonymous Users :
Search unsecured 
data
Browse channels
Make a map
Download unsecured 
data

Self-Registered Users:
Save maps and searches
Search unsecured data
Browse channels
Make a map
Download unsecured 
data

Registered Users:
All of the above plus access special functions and 
secured data
Provide data



User Community

The Mississippi Geospatial Clearinghouse 
provides data and services to:
Local governments;
State and Federal agencies;
Planning and Development Districts;
Private entities; and
Individual citizens.



Channel Organization

The ESRI Portal Toolkit organizes data 
by metadata records
Overwhelming number of metadata 
records 
New records every month



Channel Organization

Records Found: 297



Channel Goals

Categorize like metadata into Channels
Identify Channel Stewards
Create collaborative groups



Channel Development

Multiphase Approach
Phase One - Quickly Organize and 
Standardize
Phase Two - Provide a long-term 
platform for organization



Phase One Design Goals

Standardized look and feel
Organize metadata records
Data Centric



Phase One Design

Aerial Photography
Survey Control
Governmental Boundaries
Elevation
Transportation
Hydrography
Property Ownership





ESRI Channel Editor



Phase Two Goals

Non-Standardized look and feel
Meet the needs of the individual 
community
Organize metadata records and services
Identify Channel Stewards
Establish collaborative groups



Channel Steward Selection

Subject Matter Experts
Willingness to participate
Willingness of Organization to participate
Ability to “work well with others”
Available time
Diversify channels among different 
parties



Channel Stewards

Geodetic Control – Mississippi Department of Transportation
Elevation and Bathymetry – US Army Corps of Engineers
Orthoimagery – Mississippi Department of Environmental 
Quality
Hydrography – Mississippi Automated Resources 
Information System
Transportation – Mississippi Department of Transportation
Government Boundaries – Mississippi Automated Resources 
Information System
Cadastral – Mississippi State Tax Commission



Channel Collaboration

Initial design meeting included the 
Steward and all relevant stake holders 
for each channel
Focus of each Channel was determined
Complexity of each channel was 
determined
Topic discovery



Channel Focus

The focus for each channel was either:
Data centric for the desktop GIS user; or
Participation oriented for future 
stakeholders



Data Centric Focus

Continue to focus on data distribution
Provide News and Update notices
Provide Web Services



Data Centric Focus



Participation Oriented

Communicate:
Cost savings through participation

Reduce in-office traffic
Maps available online
Backup and Recovery
GIS Conversion Assistance 

Community development through a 
broader data distribution





Channel Complexity

Different levels of complexity determined 
by Stewards technical ability
Continued maintenance through the 
ESRI Channel Editor
Inclusion of JavaScript for accordion 
menus
Animated GIF files easily communicate 
available data layers 





Topic Discovery

Channel Meeting was the first time that 
some stakeholders had met
Datasets were discussed and shared
Ongoing and upcoming activities were 
discussed



Steward Training

ESRI Channel Editor
Best Practices
JavaScript training
Channel review procedures

Interaction with Test Server
Approval
Update to Production Server



Channel Benefits

Customized Channels relevant to data 
categories
Recognition of a Steward for data 
categories
Establishment of discussion groups for 
data categories
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