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Okay, here we are at the local government level.  A day at City Hall provides for 
an interesting, sometimes educational day.  The mail arrives in the morning – a 
letter from DNR (Department of Natural Resources) is not unusual – but you 
never know what to expect to say the least.  This particular letter indicates DNR 
is requiring high hazard potential dam owners (that would be the City of 
Brookfield) develop an EAP (Emergency Action Plan).  The Brookfield City Dam’s 
permit is to expire July, 2011 and the EAP is required to renew the dam permit.  
Contact was then made to the City’s engineering firm.  An estimate by the 
engineer was provided to prepare the EAP - $3,000.  Unfortunately, this was not 
a budgeted item in our City budget.  I don’t know what I was thinking, but I 
agreed to prepare the EAP for the City in order to save the City money.   
 
I received a template and hard copy documents from DNR in order to prepare for 
the EAP.  The main objective of the EAP is to have a prepared plan in case of a 
dam failure.  The Brookfield City dam is located directly north (just across the 
highway) of the Country Club Lake and residences.  There are also homes 
surrounding the City Lake/City Dam.  Needless to say this is why we are a “high 
hazard” owner.  As you can imagine I needed to find assistance concerning 
distances, parcels, names, addresses, etc. for the EAP.  I am so thankful that the 
City entered into a contract with Midland GIS in Maryville, Mo.  A telephone call 
was made to this particular company; discussion concerning the EAP was held 
involving what was needed and the next day had a customized product for the 
EAP.  This was the key, the solution, to preparing the EAP.  I absolutely could 
NOT have a finished EAP product without the information that they designed and 
implemented for the City of Brookfield.  The innovation of GIS technology is 
imperative to business today.  The creativity and uses are positively endless. 
 
On a footnote, when I began the preliminary efforts for the EAP I contacted the 
State of Missouri DNR, I was told I should probably begin driving to the areas 



around the City dam to obtain parcels, names, etc.  I informed them we have a 
company we have contracted with that provides GIS services for us; they 
informed me I was very fortunate and that would provide me with the best data 
needed for this project.   
 
This particular abstract is just one.  Our City uses the GIS system to look up 
parcels for real estate purposes and water and sewer services DAILY.   
 
Once again, the many uses of your innovations are endless and imperative in 
business today. 


