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• Breed in forested wetlands of eastern 
U.S. 
 

• Winter in mangroves in Central and 
South America 
 

• Nest in tree cavities 
 

• Listed as Yellow on Audubon 
WatchList 
 

• Abundant within old-growth forest at 
Francis Beidler Forest 
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Gain better understanding of 
Prothonotary Warbler (PROW) 
breeding biology in an old-growth 
forested wetland: 

- Population Density 
- Nest Site Selection 
- Nesting Success 
- Use of Upland Buffers 



Esri UC2013 .  

Project PROTHO 

Project PROTHO – Connecting Citizens With Science 

• Cavity nesting 
• Fewer cavities in younger forests 

or in lost habitat 
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Boardwalk allows easy access to the habitat for banding 
and observation allowing more individuals to become 
involved. 
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Capture method - mist net 
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Each bird received a standard USGS aluminum band and 
number… 
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…plus color bands designated for Project PROTHO. 
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These are the nine different colors of plastic bands that 
we place on the warblers’ legs. 
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P/W 0 
R/W 1 
Pink 2 
LtGr 3 
Yellow 4 
Red 5 
LtBlue 6 
Black 7 
Orange 8 
DkBlue 9 
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Location markers on boardwalk were used to record 
sightings of banded birds. 
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• Staff and volunteers observed birds 
• Record: 

- Identification 
- Time 
- Behavior 
- Location 
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Banded birds can be linked to 
specific nest sites… 



Esri UC2013 .  

Project PROTHO 

Project PROTHO – Connecting Citizens With Science 

…and their nesting success recorded. 
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Education 
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Education 
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Mate fidelity can be observed. 
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Are there specific lands we should 
target for acquisition or 
management? 
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Questions? 
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