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Today’s Presentation

1. Purpose of Envision the Susquehanna
2. The five Envision the Susquehanna themes
3. Vision document mapping challenges
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• To restore the natural beauty and highlight the 
cultural heritage of the River corridor, 

• To support community-based solutions to 
conserving the watershed and its significant 
places, and 

• To encourage synergy of such efforts locally and 
regionally. 

Envision the Susquehanna
Mission
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Appalachian Landscape Conservation Cooperative
Bucknell University
Chesapeake Bay Commission, Pennsylvania Office
Chesapeake Bay Foundation, Pennsylvania Office
Chesapeake Conservancy
Endless Mountain Heritage Region
Haudenosaunee Environmental Task Force
Lower Susquehanna Heritage Greenway
Lumber Heritage Region
National Park Service, Chesapeake Bay Office
Pennsylvania DCNR, Bureau of Forestry
Pennsylvania DCNR, Bureau of Recreation & 
Conservation
Pennsylvania Dept. of Environmental Protection

Pennsylvania Environmental Council
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission
Pennsylvania Municipal Authorities Association
Susquehanna Greenway Partnership
Susquehanna Heritage
Susquehanna River Basin Commission
Susquehanna River Heartland Coalition for 
Environmental Studies
Susquehanna University
Susquehannock Wildlife Society
Trout Unlimited
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Upper Susquehanna Coalition
Wildlife Management Institute

ETS 2016- 2017 Advisory Council
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Five themes emerged
• American Indian 

Heritage and History

• Recreation and Public 
Access

• Working Lands

• Stormwater and 
Flooding

• Wildlife Habitat

Envision the Susquehanna 
Community Engagement Campaign

• 62 Key informant 
Interviews

• Analysis of 36 
comprehensive and open 
space plans

• 950+ resident phone 
survey

• Input from practitioners 
and community members 
at workshops and 
meetings

Susquehanna Greenway Partnership
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History

• ETS Community Engagement Campaign phone 
survey
• all regions ranked American Indian history 

highest when asked what they would like to 
see promoted more in their community. 

• A high priority, but limited to the data 
available through partners and the general 
lack of research that has been done in this 
region

Bucknell University
• Digital Atlas of the Susquehanna River Valley

http://storiesofthesusquehanna.blogs.bucknell.edu/
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• In almost every region, more than half of 
residents reported relaxing in or next to the 
river, visiting a park, biking or walking, and 
viewing wildlife within the last year

• Visualizing trail data at this scale

• Patterns do develop
• Underlying reasons for lack of data 

coverage

• Displaying partner priorities and coverage 
areas
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• More than 9,500 square miles (including farms 
and state forests) within the Susquehanna 
River watershed could be considered “working 
lands” 

• Sifting through numerous datasets 
• Datasets from different years, different 

versions, formats, etc.
• Data that is available in the given time frame

• Data meant for the local scale vs regional scale
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Prioritizing culvert replacement
Cross-sector collaboration in the Upper 
Susquehanna Conservation Alliance

• Stormwater and flooding are repeatedly 
mentioned in the comprehensive and open space 
plans assessed in the community engagement 
campaign

• Culvert data for MD

• Limitations of showing data at such a large scale

• Focuses between urban vs rural

https://www.fws.gov/northeast/nyfo/USCA/usca.htm
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• Across the watershed, respondents supported 
land conservation for water quality 
improvement and wildlife habitat
• including using public tax money and private 

donations to support the protection of land 
for wildlife

• Highlighting areas of high ecological value

• Data gaps across state lines 
• differing resources and priorities

• When to scale back when there is too much 
data
• Competing priorities in the same map
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Summary

•Displaying priorities for an entire watershed

–Competing priorities

–Lack of data coverage

–Scale

•Value of open GIS data hubs

–PASDA (Pennsylvania Spatial Data Access)

–GIS.ny.gov (New York State GIS Clearinghouse)

–MD iMap (Maryland’s Mapping and GIS Data Portal)

–CBP Water Quality Database

–Water Quality Portal

•Visualizing data layers and partner priorities that are most representative

•Honing in on local priorities through partnership and collaborative resources


