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Speaker

• Derek Gliddon MSc  GISP  

• Abu Dhabi Global Environmental Data Initiative  
(AGEDI)  www.agedi.ae

http://www.agedi.ae/


 ISSUE:  
 United Arab Emirates created in 1974
 Feb 2002 UAE ranked  low in WEF Environmental 

Sustainability Index 
 Required data - limited accessibility, applicability
 Identified as a widespread challenge in many 

countries
 RESPONSE: 

 AGEDI
 Launched by H.H. Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nayhan
 World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), 

Johannesburg in Sept 2002 
 WSSD Type II partnership
 Voluntary partnerships to implement Agenda 21 and 

MDG’s
 Partnership between Environment Agency - Abu 

Dhabi and UNEP

Abu Dhabi Global Env. Data Initiative (AGEDI)
Closing the “Data Gap”



 Environmental Performance Index (EPI)*

 2002: Ranked 141 from 142 participating 
countries

 2012: Ranked 77 from 132 participating 
countries

 27th of overall improvement in last decade 

 2nd most improved in the Middle East North 
Africa region

 The Living Planet Report: Ecological Footprint  
Index*

 2010: EFP per person  10.68 gha/cp

 2012: EFP per person  8.88 gha/cp

Source: 1. http://epi.yale.edu/sites/default/files/downloads/Summary_Final-
%20OnlineV3_1.pdf
2. 
http://www.footprintnetwork.org/en/index.php/GFN/page/trends/unitedarabemi
rates/

AGEDI Contributing to Progress



The Global Data Gap

Principle 10 of the 1992 Rio Declaration on Environment and Development 
• calls for social inclusion at all levels of decision-making

• through access to information, public participation and justice.

Globally decision-makers still lack data and information on the state of the world’s
natural resources.

• Where data does exist, it is oftentimes not easily understood, or it cannot be
accessed by the citizens and decision-makers who need it.



Eye on Earth - An Enabler of Change

• December 2011 - inaugural EoE Summit.
• EAD) / AGEDI in partnership with UNEP
• Convened global leaders, innovators and decision-makers

Launch of Eye on Earth Movement

• The 2011 Eye on Earth Declaration 
• Sets out 14 guiding principles - the foundation of all EoE work. 
• Endorsed by 48 countries 



Eye on Earth Mission Statement

Eye on Earth strives to enable the acquisition, maintenance, 
sharing and application of environmental, social and economic 
data and information to support informed decision-making for 

sustainable development. 



• The EoE Community is continually growing and represents the full range of
government, private sector, environmental, social and economic interests.

• The EoE Alliance, which provides the strategic direction for the movement and
strives to build global support for EoE, is also expanding. Today it includes the
following organisations.

A Growing Movement



Implementing the Eye on Earth Vision
The Special Initiatives

• Improving environmental, social 
and economic information 
sharing.

• 37 SI projects across 6 
continents.

• 500 individuals from more than 
120 organisations representing 
multiple sectors across society. 

• Regular Web Conference Calls

• Led by Facilitator and Chairman



Driving Momentum
EoE Summit 2015

Interested to attend?
Please see speaker or 
eoesummit.org



Timely Dialogue
Summit 2015 Focus and Themes

650 delegates, more than 60 speakers
and a global following will examine the
role of governments, technology,
science and citizens to address:

• Data demand - how to communicate
and visualise data for optimal use

• Data supply – how to encourage
innovation in gathering and accessing
crucial data

• Data-enabling conditions – how to
create the capabilities and frameworks
needed to access and use critical
information



Transformative Impact
Summit 2015 Outcomes

Summit 2015 will seek to:

• Demonstrate Community Progress

• Foster partnerships to support
informed decision-making for
sustainable development

• Identify data-driven solutions for
some of the world’s most challenging
environmental problems

• Engage new partners in Eye on Earth

• Facilitate participant-driven outcomes



A Movement for All
Get Involved

Be Part of Our Community
Learn more about the Special Initiatives,
participate in their scheduled online
meetings to find out how you can
contribute.

Keep Abreast of Our News
Subscribe to our quarterly EoE newsletter
to remain informed about the latest
Community and Summit developments.

Share in the debate
Stay up to date with the latest
conversations about EoE and forthcoming
Summit in 2015 by following us on Twitter,
Facebook, LinkedIn or YouTube.

www.eoesummit.org/get-involved

http://www.eoesummit.org/get-involved


Thank You

April 2015

www.eoesummit.org
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