


WARNING: 
THIS PRESENTATION IS FULL 

OF OBSCENITIES.
IT ACCURATELY REPRESENTS
THE LANGUAGE HEARD IN

THE AVERAGE NEWSROOM.





NO SHIT JOURNALISM
Readers recognize them and will 

call them out.





It’s not just news 
reports.

Maps can be
“no shit”, too.

xkcd.com/1138



US noise map found on reddit.com/r/MapPorn
No attribution





And now for some holy shit





15,516 pixels deep
1 pixel per foot



http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2012/05/17/business/dealbook/how-the-facebook-offering-compares.html?_r=0



They’re visual.

They convey a lot of information 
in little space.







http://graphics.wsj.com/infectious-diseases-and-vaccines/







Hs = i / s

Hs = Holy shit factor
i = amount of new information
s = space used to display that information



http://www.nbclosangeles.com/investigations/Data-Shows-Clusters-of-Officer-Involved-Shootings-in-SoCal-283773011.html



http://www.startribune.com/bike-trails-in-the-land-of-10-000-lakes/310946571/



http://deadspin.com/infographic-is-your-states-highest-paid-employee-a-co-489635228



http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2013/02/17/opinion/17coontz2-map.html



http://slate.me/1RzR3VX



http://www.montrealgazette.com/news/road-safety/map/index.html





They take complex information and make it 
easily understandable, engaging, sharable.

They teach people something new about 
their world. 



Everyone understands maps.



You are a data journalist.



You are a data journalist.

Surprise your audience, inform them.



You are a data journalist.

Surprise your audience, inform them.

Make them go, “Holy shit, I had no idea.”



Thank you.

robertorocha.info
@robroc
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