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Presentation Notes
The Minnesota GIS/LIS Consortium in Minnesota, has had a large role in developing GIS Professionals in Minnesota.  I know this is�due to a very engaged membership and to our mission: To develop and support the GIS professional in Minnesota for the benefit�of our state and its citizens. Today I will tell you a little bit about this great work. 
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A little context for who I am and my role in all this.I am the Director of the Geospatial Analysis Center at the University of Minnesota Duluth.   About 60% of our work is with partners off campus.  On campus we support all 5 collegiate units, fm and student life with GIS research and projects, as well as provide workshops and support for all faculty and staff.  Each academic year, we have 4-6 undergraduates students employed to help with this work.As an educator at a UMD, I am invested in my student’s future.  The University is a natural place for students to get mentoring and skills development for a newly chosen field.  However,  I also see the impact our local GIS professionals and alumni have on the success of our graduates.  Many GIS professionals who attend university in MN, will work in Minnesota. I do know that that of the 22 students who have worked for me who have chosen "GIS" jobs, 17 of those are working as GIS professionals in MINNESOTA.  While I hope that speaks to the nature of the regionally based, GIS-skills based work I provide for my student employees, what I also know is that getting them to the annual state conference, introducing them to colleagues and encouraging them to get involved in service work (such as geo-mentoring) has made the difference.Higher Education Representative for 4 years – so I had the privilege of working with most of the initiatives that I will talk about personally.



MN GIS/LIS 
Consortium

To develop and support the GIS professional 
in Minnesota for the benefit of our state and 
its citizens.
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Started in 1988 to communicate and share information among the growing community of environmental and natural resource GIS users and data producers in Minnesota.  In 1992 incorporated as a non-profit run by a Board of Directors elected by the members, Representatives: Higher Education, Local Government, State Government, PrivateThe primary activity is the Annual Conference.  Over the years we have added more workshop days, networking events and outreach throughout the year. In the last few years, our focus has very deliberately increased on the future GIS professional. Recognizing the changes nationally that have made GIS accessible to the youngest of learners as well as  to the demand locally for GIS skills right out of college.I will first talk about some of the direct ways we support students of GIS and aspiring GIS Professionals.  Next I will tell you about some of the more indirect ways we support future GIS students and professionals through our K-12 initiatives.
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Undergraduate and Graduate Student 
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• $4000+ each year in awards
• Over $65,000 to nearly 200 students through 

this program
• Fundraising is fun!

Me with a few 2012 Student Scholarship Winners
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The first and oldest program of that I will mention is the Student Scholarship Program.  Has been going on for about 13 years.Each qualifying institution in Minnesota selects one student to represent. Formats vary between Community College, Undergraduate and Graduate Student Scholars$4000+ each year in awards3 of 4 of these students now are GIS professionals in MN:Jacqueline (Brost) Kovarik, GISP – Carver CountyDaryn Hardwick – PhD in Geography and now working for the biological survey in OklahomaFartun Dirie – GIS Analyst Hennepin CountySam Giebner  - GIS Manager St Louis County	The education account supports this program. It is funded by special sales and events, donations from firms and individuals, and the general MN GIS/LIS budget. We raise money through donations – the largest of which is our instructor stipend donation.  Twice a year we host workshops taught by GIS professionals. Instructors are provided a $300 stipend for each ½ day workshop.  Many of our instructors work for the State or otherwise cannot or wish to not take this honoraria.  Last year we had $5,500 in Donated Honoraria - (spring and fall workshops) – which covers the entire scholarship program.  The scholarship  program also cemented our tradition of big social events.  Over the years we have held beer tastings, silent auctions, and game nights to raise money for the fund.In 2017, we raised over $6000 from other Fund Raising (merchandise sales, networking events and other donations)
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This was my first MN GIS/LIS conference and 
having a mentor willing to introduce you to his/her 
colleagues is a tremendous asset while 
networking.  
- Program Student

I always learn something new from the mentees, 
and it is a rewarding experience.  
- Program Mentor

2015 Mentors 
and Students 
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The conference mentor program is an opportunity for students and young professionals to connect with experienced professionals and potential employers. The mentor program brings networking to a personal level and allows the mentees to gain insight on conference navigation, career advice, resume review, and professional stories through conversation with the mentor. Coordinated and meaningful introductions between young GIS professionals and potential employers can have a real impact on retaining Minnesota graduates within the state.The mentor program involves a small commitment of time on Thursday of the conference. Mentors first meet with mentees in the Geolounge at 7:30am on Thursday for ½ hour. Then we ask that Mentors to please invite your mentee to sit with you and your colleagues at the welcome/plenary session and again at the Thursday lunch. We provide some optional conversation starters to aid in discussion. Some mentors sign up every year.2018 will be the 9th year.About 15 pairs each year, 17 last year.
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Conference 
Benefits  for 
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Professional

• Bulk conference rate
• Student Assistantships
• Jobs Panel

Students and Professionals Lunch 
Together

I felt like I was an 
equal to all these 
amazing people 
and hope to come 
again soon! 
– 2017 Student Attendee

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have long recognized that it is sometimes difficult to convince undergraduate students that they should miss classes to attend a conference.  Over the years we have developed several initiatives at the conference.Bulk conference rateStudent AssistantshipsJobs Panel
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• Education Event Grants
• Salary Survey
• Jobs “Board”

GIS Day
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Next I will talk about some of the less direct ways we support the GIS professionals – or in other words supporting the GIS Professional before they knew they wanted to be a GIS professional.As I mentioned before: In the last couple of years, our focus has turned to the future GIS professional. Recognizing the changes nationally that have made GIS accessible to the youngest of learners as well as  to the demand locally for GIS skills right out of college.Our successful fundraising for our scholarship program prompted a question as to how else we could use the member donations now to support future GIS professionals.  Whave invested more volunteer effort, promotion and money providing event grants for GIS days, user groups or activities that draw all ages of people in.  Several of us, including Charlie Fitzpatrick because he was in town, spent a day at the Minnesota State Fair.Attending Educator Days (teacher development days, technology days, GeoFest)



K-12 Educator 
Day

• Teachers mentoring teachers
• Free!
• Stipends provided for subs
• MN /GIS financial and logistical support

2017 Educator Day in Bemidji, MN
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Last fall MN GIS/LIS partnered with the MDE and and Minnesota GeoSpatial Information Office to host the the 3rd annual K-12 Educator Day on the first day of the conference.  This is a free opportunity for teachers across the state to talk with other teachers about their experience, take workshops, set up organizational accounts, and meet GIS professionals who are passionate about working with K12 teachers and students.Money is provided (as a payment to the teachers school district) to cover a sub, and the conference itself is free and includes meals.Attending Educator Days (teacher development days, technology days, GeoFest)Collaborative is the “key” word here as this continuing project has many hands, including many of you GIS professionals around the state! Thank You!



Other K-12 
Educator 
Support • Geomentoring

• Map Contest Judging
• MN GeoInquiries for 

Schools Development

Presenter
Presentation Notes
MN GIS/LIS is also a partner in the Minnesota on the Map ContestThis was a group effort sponsored by the MN GIS/LIS consortium, MNDepartment of Education and MN Alliance for Geographic Education (MAGE).  In 2017 - GIS/LIS members volunteered as judges along with over 15 Geo-mentors helping out with the contest. 10 contest winners in MN. Each winner received a $100 Amazon gift card. As a bonus, Minnesota’s overall high school winner, Alyssa Isaacson of Duluth Denfeld, won the inaugural National Map Competition and a free trip to San Diego with her teacher, Gina Hollinday, for the Esri Education User Conference. GeoInquiries Grant – MN GIS/LIS matched funds for this work to extend the engagement of the University undergraduates in the process.GeoMentoring – formal and informalFunding Educator events



Distinguished 
Educator 
Award 

Mark B. Lindberg, 
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities 

Sara Damon, Stillwater Area Schools

Recognizes those who 
have demonstrated 
leadership, creativity, 
and enthusiasm for the 
effective use of 
geography and GIS to 
inspire, engage and 
prepare students for 
participation in the 
workforce and geospatial 
community.
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And finally,In 2017, we initiated a Distinguished Educator Award that recognizes extraordinary K-12 and University Faculty who have also contributed to�the geospatial community.  We have long had an award program to recognize individuals in the GIS professional community. However, we recognized that the criteria we were using to select these individuals (service work and leadership in the GIS  professional community) might not be the same as our educators.  Often the Educators are not widely know in the GIS Professional Community  but are making a significant contributions to GIS in Minnesota through the mentoring and preparation of future GIS professionals.�This may include: Development and integration of GIS education curriculum;Publications (academic and non-academic);Mentoring of students into our professional community;Creating meaningful linkages between GIS and other disciplinesAnd in a nutshell: have demonstrated leadership, creativity, and enthusiasm for the effective use of geography and GIS to inspire, engage and prepare students for participation in the workforce and geospatial community. From the MGIS program – about 2/3 of graduates (178 /266)  stay in MN.  Mark is know around the State to be a great mentor.  When he won the award last year – there were dozens in the audience who said they were influenced by him��



Questions?

Thank you.

Stacey Stark, MS, GISP

University of Minnesota Duluth

Geospatial Analysis Center

www.d.umn.edu\gac

MN GIS/LIS Consortium

www.mngislis.org
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I hope that I have impressed on you the many roles an engaged professional GIS community plays in the role of the development of future GIS professionals.  Also, we couldn’t do it without the successful collaborations built over the years, many build through the MN GIS/LIS Consortium activities, between MDE, Universities, Minnesota Alliance for Geography Education, and the State MN Geospatial Information Office.

http://www.d.umn.edu/gac
http://www.mngislis.org/
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