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Recovery Act & Social Equity:Recovery Act & Social Equity:
Three WeaknessesThree Weaknesses

Reporting Reporting –– Not everyone receiving Not everyone receiving 
Recovery Act funds will be reporting to Recovery Act funds will be reporting to 
FederalReporting.govFederalReporting.gov

Data Quality Data Quality –– A host of problems may A host of problems may 
vitiate the value of the data vitiate the value of the data 

Data Collection Data Collection –– Minimal to no Minimal to no 
performance or equity data being collectedperformance or equity data being collected



Who Is Reporting?
Recovery Act Guidance

FederalReporting.gov
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FederalReporting.gov

Reporting Requirements:
An Alternative Approach
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Data Quality Issues? Data Quality Issues? 

Accuracy of Data ReportedAccuracy of Data Reported
Are the figures correct (e.g., jobs, CDs)Are the figures correct (e.g., jobs, CDs)

Normalizing DataNormalizing Data
Association, Assn, Assoc, etc.Association, Assn, Assoc, etc.

Compliance with Reporting RequirementsCompliance with Reporting Requirements
Will  those who are supposed to report doing Will  those who are supposed to report doing 
so?so?
Are all the data elements completed?Are all the data elements completed?

Reconciling DataReconciling Data
Do recipient reports reconcile with Treasury Do recipient reports reconcile with Treasury 
Account dataAccount data



What Content Is Missing from What Content Is Missing from 
Recipient Reports? Recipient Reports? 

Needs DataNeeds Data
Is Money Going to Where the Need Is?Is Money Going to Where the Need Is?

Jobs DataJobs Data
Estimates or Real Data: DefinitionsEstimates or Real Data: Definitions
Related Data: Wages, Benefits, DemographicsRelated Data: Wages, Benefits, Demographics

Performance DataPerformance Data
Benchmarks & Data to Assess Whether Those Benchmarks & Data to Assess Whether Those 
Benchmarks Have Been ReachedBenchmarks Have Been Reached



Equity ImplicationsEquity Implications

If the ultimate recipient isnIf the ultimate recipient isn’’t known, there t known, there 
is no way to know how federal funds were is no way to know how federal funds were 
used.used.
If data quality isnIf data quality isn’’t improved, the value of t improved, the value of 
the database is vitiated.the database is vitiated.
If the right data is not collected, we will If the right data is not collected, we will 
never know about equity impact.never know about equity impact.
If there is no enforcement, then equity If there is no enforcement, then equity 
issues may take a second seat to other issues may take a second seat to other 
concerns.concerns.



An Upcoming Opportunity An Upcoming Opportunity 

From 12/8/09 Open Government Directive

By April 7, 2010, OMB will issue 
guidance on “a longer-term 
comprehensive strategy for 

Federal spending 
transparency…”



Seizing the New Opportunity Seizing the New Opportunity 
for Fiscal Accountability & for Fiscal Accountability & 

Social EquitySocial Equity



What We Need to SeeWhat We Need to See
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The Three Paths of Federal Spending



What We Need to SeeWhat We Need to See
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Building on Recovery Act: A New
Reporting and Transparency System



How this How this 
Reporting/Transparency Reporting/Transparency 

Model Could be Used Model Could be Used 










