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San Diego County

• 2.7 million acres
– Fifth largest county in 

United States
• 3.07 million residents

– 29th most populous 
“state”

• Diverse County
– Mountains, Deserts, 

Coastal
– Urban, Suburban, Rural
– Culturally, Racially, 

demographically
– Economy, industry 
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County of San Diego
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Public Health Services Programs

• Community Health Statistics Unit
• Emergency Medical Services
• Community Epidemiology, Public Health Lab
• Maternal, Child, Family Health Services
• TB, Immunizations
• HIV/AIDS, STD, Hepatitis
• Lead Poisoning, Tobacco Control, 
• Violence Prevention, Disability Prevention
• REHDI (disparities), Black Infant Health
• Border Health, Dental Health
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County Data Sources
• Special Group or Service Data

– Behavioral Health (alcohol & 
drug services)

– Morbidity
• HIV Counseling & Testing
• HIV/AIDS Reporting System
• Sexually Transmitted Diseases 

(STDs)
• Tuberculosis (TB)
• Childhood Lead Poisoning 

Prevention Program
• Reportable Diseases

– Other – Immunization
• Useful Non-health Data

– SANDAG
– ARJIS
– SWITRS

• Population-based Health Data 
Sources
– Vital Records

• Births 
• Fetal Deaths 
• Infant Deaths
• Death  

– Medical Care Data 
• Prehospital
• Emergency Dept
• Trauma
• Hospital Patient Discharge
• Medical Examiner 

• Survey Data 
– CHIS (CA implementation of 

NHIS, SD Regional sampling)
– YRBS
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Community Health Statistics Unit
the 1-stop-shop for PH data

Rationale: Public Health Officer established this unit in 
August 2004, in response to community requests for one 
central office to access public health data.

Mission: To provide community health statistics to meet the 
needs of HHSA regional staff and community partners.

• Help clarify customer data needs
• Get to Know PH Data, Learn to Use PH data Workshops
• If County doesn’t have data, we try to find it



County of San Diego, Health and Human Services Agency, Public Health Services, Community Health Statistics



County of San Diego, Health and Human Services Agency, Public Health Services, Community Health Statistics

Website

• Purchased easy to remember url
– www.SDHealthStatistics.com

• Access 24/7
• No publishing/printing required 

– (saves $, paper, never outdated)
• As more info is online, we refer more hotline 

calls to the website
– Gives customer rapid response 
– Reduces staff time spent on repeated requests
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Website

• Workshop, training information
• Links to San Diego County reports 
• Links to other resources/data

– Local
– State
– National

• Data products



County of San Diego, Health and Human Services Agency, Public Health Services, Community Health Statistics

Online Access to PHS Data
Input                          Output
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•Emergency Department

•Prehospital (911)

•SWITRS (traffic crashes)
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•Reportable Diseases

•STDs, HIV/AIDS
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•CHIS (survey)

•Demographics 
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Development Process –
Data Format ?

• Data
– Tables
– Graphs

• Maps –
– Various data sources (different geographic units)
– Multiple data at once
– Great visual 
– Shows context of communities
– Great resource to provide since people can’t easily 

make their own
• Narrative
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Online Community Profiles

• Living doc, continually updated
– Databases are updated different times, don’t 

have to wait until all are updated to report
• Interactive, easy to navigate 
• Viewed online, no publishing 
• Health data 
• Non-health data & maps
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Online Community Profiles -
Contents

• Introduction & Data Guide
• Demographic Data
• Public Health Data
• Maps

– Geographic Boundaries
– Demographic & Economic data

• (population, R/E, age, education, income)
– Infrastructure (parks, libraries, transportation)
– Medical Facilities 
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Online Community Profiles

• Geographic units
– County
– HHSA Regions (health planning areas)
– SubRegional Area (SRA) (census tract 

aggregation)  
• Time

– 2000-current (or earliest available)
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Samples – Demographic Tables
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Samples – Demographic Maps
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Health Topics
• Chronic Diseases: Prehosp, ED, 

Hospital DC, Death
– Heart Disease
– Stroke
– Asthma
– Diabetes
– Cancer

• Infectious Diseases: incidence
– Chlamydia
– Gonorrhea
– Hepatitis C
– HIV/AIDS
– Syphilis
– TB, new cases active

• Injury: fatal, nonfatal
– drowning
– falls
– MVA, pedestrian
– suicide, homicide
– firearms
– poisoning
– Unintentional

• Birth
– infant mortality
– late/no prenatal care
– low birth weight (<2500g)
– teen births 
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Samples – PH Data Tables
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Samples – Health Facilities – Clinics

Legend
SRA

G Council of Community Clincs

G Licensed Medical Facilities

G CMS Clinics
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Samples – Health Facilities – Hospitals

Legend
SRA

! <all other values>

"v EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT

"v MEDICAL HOSPITAL

"v TRAUMA CENTER
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Samples – Community Infrastructure

Legend
SRA

Public Transportation

Æc Libraries

nm Schools - Elementary

nm Schools - Middle/Junior High

nm Schools - High Schools

nm Schools - Private

nm Schools - Other
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Information being used by …

– Regional planners
– Policy & decision makers
– Specific health interest groups 

• (ie American Lung Association, Obesity Action 
Plan)

– Health promotion 
– Hospitals & providers
– Grant writers 
– Students
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Convenient for Many User 
Approaches

– Disease focus
• Heart disease death, hospitalization, emergency 

dept, survey
– Community based focus

• What diseases are high in my community
– Special population focus

• Where are special populations concentrated
• What health issues impact special populations
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Future

• Improved mapping
– More infrastructure information
– More health data 

• Geospatial statistics to evaluate health in 
communities

• Maps in clickable PDF format (ArcGIS 9.2)
– Multiple layers available on a single map & users can 

choose which layers to include
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Contact

County of San Diego
Community Health Statistics Unit

6255 Mission Gorge Road
San Diego, CA 92120

www.sdhealthstatistics.com
Data Requests (619) 285-6479

julie.cooke@sdcounty.ca.gov


