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What is the Texas General Land Office 

• Oldest state agency in Texas (we predate the BLM) 
December 22, 1836. 

• After Texas Independence from Mexico, Texas was 
land rich and cash poor. 

• Only way to pay soldiers who fought in the war is to 
issue land grants. 

• The Land Office was tasked to be the repository for 
all land grants and original land survey documents 
for the State of Texas. 
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What is the Texas General Land Office 

• Today we supervise over 33.5 million land 
grants and thousands of survey documents. 

• We manage over 13.5 million acres of public 
land (Larger than a handful of States). 

• Money generated from these lands and 
documents goes to the Permanent School 
Fund, which provides money and resources 
for Texas Public Schools. 
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Finding a solution 

Finding Survey Documents Using Web Based Mapping Applications 

• What’s the problem? 
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Finding a Solution  

• We need to provide easier access to our 
documents while at the same time preserving 
them for future generations (Don’t Touch!!). 
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Problem Solved! 

• First step, scan all documents (Thank you 
interns!!) this step is still in progress. 

• Create an accessible database. 
• http://www.glo.texas.gov/what-we-do/history-
and-archives/research-at-the-
archives/index.html 

• This is great if you know specific information.  
We still needed a solution to help people 
visualize the information. 
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Problem Solved!  

• GIS!!!! 
• By using GIS we are able to visualize where our 
lands are located and view any documents 
associated with those lands. 

• Using ESRI’s api for flex, we were able to create 
an online mapping application that allows our 
users to easily access our documents and 
information! 

• http://gisweb.glo.texas.gov/glomap/ 

Finding Survey Documents Using Web Based Mapping Applications 

http://gisweb.glo.texas.gov/glomap/


Esri UC2013 .  Finding Survey Documents Using Web Based Mapping Applications 



Esri UC2013 .  Finding Survey Documents Using Web Based Mapping Applications 



Esri UC2013 .  Finding Survey Documents Using Web Based Mapping Applications 



Esri UC2013 .  Finding Survey Documents Using Web Based Mapping Applications 



Esri UC2013 .  Finding Survey Documents Using Web Based Mapping Applications 



Esri UC2013 .  Finding Survey Documents Using Web Based Mapping Applications 



Esri UC2013 .  Finding Survey Documents Using Web Based Mapping Applications 



Esri UC2013 .  Finding Survey Documents Using Web Based Mapping Applications 



Esri UC2013 .  Finding Survey Documents Using Web Based Mapping Applications 



Esri UC2013 .  Finding Survey Documents Using Web Based Mapping Applications 



Esri UC2013 .  Finding Survey Documents Using Web Based Mapping Applications 



Esri UC2013 .  Finding Survey Documents Using Web Based Mapping Applications 



Esri UC2013 .  Finding Survey Documents Using Web Based Mapping Applications 



Esri UC2013 .  Finding Survey Documents Using Web Based Mapping Applications 



Esri UC2013 .  Finding Survey Documents Using Web Based Mapping Applications 



Esri UC2013 .  Finding Survey Documents Using Web Based Mapping Applications 



Esri UC2013 .  Finding Survey Documents Using Web Based Mapping Applications 



Esri UC2013 .  Finding Survey Documents Using Web Based Mapping Applications 



Esri UC2013 .  Finding Survey Documents Using Web Based Mapping Applications 



Esri UC2013 .  

Thank You! 
Alex Sanders 
Texas General Land Office 
512-463-0745 
alex.sanders@glo.texas.gov 
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