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Who I1s The Texas General Land Office

- The GLO Is an agency of the State of Texas and
IS the oldest state agency created in 1837 to be
the repository of all land records. Very humble
beginnings! But life at the GLO has gotten
complicated over time

- John P. Borden was the 1st Land Commissioner.
Currently, Jerry Patterson is serving in that
position.



What does the GLO Manage?

- The GLO manages state lands and mineral
rights totaling 13 million acres.

- This includes vast properties in West Texas,
bays and all “submerged” lands 10.35 miles out
Into the Gulf of Mexico, as well as a variety of
state agency acreage and timberlands in East
Texas.



Challenges

- The lands are geographically located throughout
the state of Texas.

- The ownership rules are different due to how the
lands came under the state’s oversight. The

distribution of these lands to settle Texas was
ever changing.

- How to identify, track, organize, inventory, lease
and maintain a good accounting of all this activity.
We had books, ledgers, plat books, etc.



GIS Technology Offers Solutions

- Today we manage: 37,000 land parcels

- Around 15,000 lease agreements and pooled
units

- 15,700 producing oil and gas wells on State of
Texas managed lands

- $272,331,385.94 — Collected in Fiscal Year 2012
and deposited in the PSF



GIS Web Legend

GIS Web Legend
PEF Land Types and Definitions
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Picture of old Midland Map
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Portion of Reeves County
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State Land Distribution in Reeves County




Lease Distribution in Reeves County
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Portion of Galveston Bay & Trinity Bay




M-000951: Oldest State Lease in Texas (1914)
Goose Creek Field (SE of Houston)
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Live Demo of GIS Viewer

- http://www.glo.texas.gov/GLO/agency-
administration/gis/index.html



http://www.glo.texas.gov/GLO/agency-administration/gis/index.html
http://www.glo.texas.gov/GLO/agency-administration/gis/index.html

Did You Know?

- In 1879, the General Land Office appropriated 3
million acres of public land in the Panhandle to
finance the current Capitol building. The land
was sold to investors and would later become
the famed XIT Ranch, valued at 50 cents per
acre by Land Commissioner William C. Walsh.




Questions?

- Contact Information
- Jesse Arellano, Energy Resources Division
- Jesse.arellano@glo.texas.gov
- 512-475-1499

- Sterling Harris, GIS Department
- sterling.harris@glo.texas.gov
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