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A Location Platform for Planning
Integrating GIS into the Planning Process
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GIS as a System of Record
Organizing and managing the geographic context of your assets and resources



GIS is a System of Engagement
Empowering your planners and stakeholders to discover, create, and use maps.

any device, anywhere, anytime



GIS is a System of Insight
Providing a “vocabulary” for examining how geography intersects with your business 
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1. Understanding where 
things are (location 
maps).

2. Understanding where 
the variations and 
patterns in values are 
(comparative maps).

3. Understanding where 
and when things 
change.

4. Calculating individual 
feature geometries.

5. Calculating 
geometries and 
distributions of 
feature collections.

6. Determining what is 
nearby or coincident.

7. Determining and 
summarizing what is 
within an area(s).

8. Determining what is 
closest.

9. Determining what is 
visible from a given 
location(s).

10. Determining 
overlapping 
relationships in space 
and time.

11. Finding the best 
locations that satisfy a 
set of criteria.

12. Finding the best 
allocation of resources 
to geographic areas.

13. Finding the best route, 
path, or flow along a 
network.

14. Finding the best route, 
path, or corridor 
across open terrain.

15. Finding the best 
supply locations given 
known demand and a 
travel network.

16. Where are the 
significant hot spots, 
anomalies, and 
outliers?

17. What are the local, 
regional, and global 
spatial trends?

18. Which features/pixels 
are similar, and how 
can they be grouped 
together?

19. Are spatial patterns 
changing over time?

20. Given a success case, 
identifying, ranking, and 
predicting similar locations.

21. Finding the factors that 
explain observed spatial 
patterns and making 
predictions.

22. Interpolating a continuous 
surface and trends from 
discrete sample observations.

23. Predicting how and where 
objects spatially interact 
(attraction and decay).

24. Predicting how and where 
objects affect wave 
propagation.

25. Predicting where phenomena 
will move, flow, or spread.

26.



GIS Weaves Together Essential Systems Principles

GIS



System of Record for Smart Planning



System of Engagement for Smart Planning



System of Insight for Smart Planning



Smart Planning Tools – The Road Ahead

http://esricomdev.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=709ac51f1e174793a4750a085c9d1b30
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Essential Patterns of a Smart Planning Location Strategy



Please Take Our Survey on the Esri Events App!

Select the session 
you attended

Scroll down to 
find the survey

Complete Answers
and Select “Submit”

Download the Esri 
Events app and find 
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